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From the dawn of civilization, human kind has made various
exchanges through land and sea routes. This shows that
‘exchange’ is part of human nature and is one of the driving
forces of the development of civilization. East and West have
exchanged politically, economically, and culturally through
sea routes, desert routes, and grassland routes called ‘the
Silk Road.’” Among these types of route, sea routes were more
efficient than land routes in terms of scale and economy.
Therefore, the era of maritime trade began which gradually

replaced land routes, beginning about the 7th century.

Travel time was further reduced as shipbuilding and
navigation skills were developed, and new sea routes were
pioneered. As a result, the proportion of trade through
sea routes increased more and more, and the thought and

culture of Buddhism spread accordingly.
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