Prologue

The special exhibition <Imagine the Abyss> was planned with two ques-
tions in mind: “Why have human beings, who cannot breath under the sea,
begun diving, and what is the meaning of the undersea world for human
beings?” Humanity has been grateful for the existence of the sea, which has
enabled people to maintain livelihoods. However, the sea has always been
cold and rough, and the challenge of the sea has constantly been associat-
ed with great danger. In particular, ‘diving’ has been a dreaded activity be-
cause of the threat of loss of people’s lives. Nevertheless, humanity has
continued to battle against the rough seas.

From ancient times until now, humanity has longed for the vast undersea
world. Across the ages and in all countries of the world, the god of the sea
has existed even in myth and folk tales. Moreover, human beings have con-
tinued dream- ing of this new world by freely imagining the undersea
world. The desire of humanity to stay under the sea longer and to dive
deeper has come true in real life along with the development of scientific
technology. After having explored the deepest point of the Mariana Trench,
known as the deepest part of the ocean, now humanity is dreaming of a
new undersea world again.

The Korea National Maritime Museum is presenting the new undersea
world, which humanity is dreaming of, portraying it in virtual reality utiliz-
Ing state-of-the-art technology. We hope this exhibition would be an op-
portunity to look back on humanity’s ideals and the infinite possibilities for
imagina- tion of the underwater abyss that human beings can have.
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Humanity, begin diving In the deep sea, pushing the limits
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